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or to robberies committed on strangers and wayfargrs, and by
so doing had preserved the goodwill of the country people in
the vicinity, who doubtless benefited by the plunder, and who
supplied them with food and helped to screen them from too
pressing inquiries,

Acting on Rahmut Khan's advice, we remained quiet for
another three hours, and then, the morning star having taken
up the required position, we looked to our arms and cautiously
made for the pass leading to the Dripping Well.

On commencing the steep ascent, one of the constables, who
was somewhat corpulent and short of breath, took to puffing
and groaning in a manner which threatened to frustrate all our
precautions. I therefore pulled his ears heartily, and bade him
stay behind*

We crept along so quietly that we gained the terrace before
any alarm was given, and came in sight of the great tree, under-
neath which smouldered the embers of a fire. Then there was
a shout, and, as we rushed in, a number of recumbent figures
sprang up from around the fire, and two flashes with sharp
reports told us they were armed.

There was a scramble and a scurry, and catch who catch can.

I foEowed a man who had been lying a little apart from the rest,

and Rahmut Khan followed me.   The fellow tried to bolt along

the terrace, but we were too quick for him, and cut off his retreat

that way.   He then faced up the cliff, but with a quick rush I

caught him by the leg.   He turned on me, and with a wrench

and a twist sent me heavily down on to the rocks.   I was

(. stunned by the fall; and when I came to myself I found I was'

(i lying by the spring, with aching head and bruised shoulders,

and a wet cloth round my temples.

Three of the robbers had been captured, and sat sullenly on
the ground, each man's right thumb being tightly bound with
< small cord to his neighbour's left, and their legs tied in like
,; manner.    A villager or two, from Mhaka, disturbed by the
,f tibjse, had come up* and stood with some of my men looking at
- the dead body of one of the robbers which lay at their feet,
.,   ' " Well, Rahmut Khan/' I asked," haye we taken Jherria ? "
',,.   '" No, Sahib/* answered the Darogah, ** the villain has, I fear,
> ;>',agaui escaped us-   But I settled the man who threw you/*